
 

Maggie: 
 

So let's start at the beginning.  
 

Genesis 1:26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may 
rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and 
over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 27 So God created mankind in his own image, in 
the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 
 

31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. 
 

From the beginning God, from creation, we were made in His image and we were very good. 
We were set apart.  
God has always wanted to be with us. He wants to partner with us.  
 

The Torah (first 5 books of the bible) have a lot of scriptures where God is laying out how to make his 
dwelling place Holy, how to offer sacrifices correctly so that they are Holy, how to preserve items 
because they are Holy. 
Lots of instruction on how to separate something for God. 
Holy food, holy days, holy celebrations. 
 

Exodus 19: 3-6  
3 Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain and said, “This is what 
you are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: 4 ‘You 
yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to 
myself.5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my 
treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and 
a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.”  
 

Then the New Testament is filled with scriptures where God calls us his Holy people, the Saints, his 
separate, chosen, people 

 

I’d like you to close your eyes and I want to just lay some scripture over you.  
 

Time and time again it is written that God has chosen us. He has chosen you. Yes. You. He’s chosen 
you on your best day, and on your worst day.  
You. Are. Set. Apart. 
 

Exodus 6:6 “Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the 

yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an 
outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment.  I will take you as my own people, and I will be your 
God. Then you will know that I am the Lord your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the 
Egyptians. 
 



Deuteronomy 7:6 For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen 
you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession. 
 

Ezekiel 36:28 Then you will live in the land I gave your ancestors; you will be my people,and I will be 
your God. 
 

Isaiah 62:11-12 The Lord has made proclamation 

    to the ends of the earth: 
“Say to Daughter Zion, 
    ‘See, your Savior comes! 
See, his reward is with him, 
    and his recompense accompanies him.’” 
They will be called the Holy People, 
    the Redeemed of the Lord; 
and you will be called Sought After, 
    the City No Longer Deserted. 
 

Jeremiah 31:33  
“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel 
    after that time,” declares the Lord. 
“I will put my law in their minds 

    and write it on their hearts. 
I will be their God, 
    and they will be my people. 
 

Ephesians 1:3-4 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly 
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before 

the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.  
 

Colossians 3:12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 

2 Timothy 2:20-21 In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and 
clay; some are for special purposes and some for common use.21 Those who cleanse themselves 
from the latter will be instruments for special purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared 
to do any good work. 
 

1 Peter 1:15-16 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do;16 for it is written: “Be 
holy, because I am holy.” 
 

1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, 
that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

 

We are a chosen people, dearly loved, blameless, God’s people. Since we have been called God’s 
special possession, and declared holy, our lives have changed.  
They must have!  
We aren’t just chosen to be a part of a cool club, or a special team, or even a great church, we are 
chosen to be Holy. To be filled with the Spirit of God and have that overflow in our lives. 



Our marriages will, and should, look different because we are holy, our friendships, our parenting, our 
relationships with our roommates, schoolmates, colleagues. Our relationship with our family, our in-
laws! (I should know, ha) 
The way that we handle ourselves during times of stress, arguments and disagreements that we 
have, or when things don’t go the way that we were expecting, should look different because of the 
holiness of God that is inside of us.  
 

When I was pregnant with Gigi, now 5 years ago (crazy!), the week before she was due I was out at 
my dad’s house in western MA and woke in the middle of the night and went to the bathroom and 
there was a lot of blood. When you’re pregnant, no matter what stage, seeing blood is alarming. 
We packed Arthur up, called Jen and Bruce, and told them we were coming home to drop Arthur off 
and head to the hospital at 2 am. 
Upon arrival they examined me and didn’t think I was in labor and had me wait on monitors until the 
ultrasound technician came in, at 8 am, to give me an ultrasound. 
9 months pregnant on the table and the technician goes, why are you getting an ultrasound today?  
I was like “what do you mean?! There’s a baby in there trying to get out!” 
He’s like there is a mass in your bladder and I don’t know what it is but I think that’s where you’re 
bleeding from. 
He then stayed on that spot for 30 minutes measuring it, taking pictures of it, monitoring it. 
And since I wasn’t in active labor, they sent me home with a referral to a urologist. 
You can imagine how well that went over with an emotional, VERY pregnant, me. 
 

During these first couple days, hours!, after hearing about a mass. I was EMOTIONAL! I was scared, 
crying, anxious, worried, all the things! 
But I prayed. I reached out to my sisters in Christ, and begged for prayers. 
I clung to Niles, and was so grateful to have been living with Jen and Bruce who were also praying for 
me.  
I was trying so hard to keep my mind on Christ, on His holy spirit, so that I could get through whatever 
it was. 
 

I called the urologist crying and they saw me quickly  and said that the next step would be to go into 
my bladder with a scope to actually see what the mass is, but they can’t do that when i’m pregnant 
because it could induce labor.  
My urologist assured me that bladder cancer is typically found in men, over the age of 50, who had a 
history of smoking. Clearly not me. 
It would be so rare for me to be have cancer that he would write a case study on me if I did.  
Waiting is not my strong suit, and it wasn’t Gigi’s either! The next day I went into labor and Gigi was 
born. 
I had to recover for a few weeks from my c-section, and Gigi kept us all occupied on her and her 
needs. Loudly. 
 

Honestly, God removed the worry and anxiety from my brain. I really believe that he made those first 
weeks so weary to make the time pass quickly and to keep me focused on the now and not the what. 
I believe that the prayers of the saints were heard and my mind was more at peace because of that. 
 

I finally went in for my scope and the doctor reassured me again that it was most likely a blood clot 
and it has passed. At the appointment he very quickly said, “Maggie, this is a mass and I want it out 
of you and I want it out tomorrow.” 
 

So the next morning I went under general anesthesia and had my second operation in a month and 
they removed the mass. 



He assured me that they got all of it and they were going to send it out to test for cancer but there’s 
no way it would be. 
2 weeks later he calls me and says “I can’t believe it but it is a cancerous tumor. We need to send it 
out for further testing to determine the level of cancer and the proper follow up care.” 
We were shocked! This is not how we expected it to go.  
 

So back on our knees we went. We were in Metro at the time and everyone was praying for my 
bladder (much to my embarrassment)  
 

2 weeks later the doctor called me back and said, “It’s not cancer!” Whoops. It just looked like cancer 
and upon further testing of the cells it was discovered to be a non-cancerous tumor. 
Crazy whirlwind!  
This was a moment in my life where I had to continually choose to keep my mind set apart, set on 
Christ, and holy. Every day, multiple times a day! 
There were moments of emotion, anxiety, stress, and me not being my best self, but I was fighting to 
remain hopeful, faithful, and at peace. If I didn’t have Jesus and the Holy Spirit in my life, I can only 
imagine how it would have gone! 
 

Going back to Genesis 1, part of the temptation of humanity is to not trust in the story, God's story, 
and believe that we are Holy and set apart by God. God’s story is telling us over and over again that 
He is set apart, and He is looking for partners in this world to be set apart for Him and to find others to 
bring to Him. So what did he do? He sent Jesus. 
 

Jesus was holy. Jesus is the definition of holiness. He was set apart by God to be our example of 
holiness here on Earth.  
 

Like Anjali said, if our desire is to become closer to Jesus, and to become more like him, then we 
need to be constantly desiring holiness. Like the bleeding woman, the leper, and countless others, His 
holiness gives us freedom. 
 

But it is a process for us to be holy and live a life of holiness. 
 

So let’s talk about that process 

 

Holiness is a transformational process (the life of holiness) 
• Romans 12:1-2  

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not 
conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 
you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
 “True salvation brings with it the desire to be made holy.” 

 
• What is the process of holiness? 

o We have died to sin. Sin does not have dominion over us any longer (Rom 6:6, 20-23) 

▪ 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by 

sin might be done away with,[a] that we should no longer be slaves to sin 

▪ 20 When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of 

righteousness. 21 What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are 

now ashamed of? Those things result in death! 22 But now that you have been set 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+6-7&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28075a


free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to 

holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift 

of God is eternal life in[b] Christ Jesus our Lord. 
•  

o But we still have the habits of sin. It is those habits that we deal with in the process of 
transformation  

▪ The sinful habits that I deal with every day are: my impatience, stubbornness, 
and pride. 

▪ I HATE waiting. Ask anyone who’s been with me for longer than 5 
minutes. I struggle waiting for the commercial break to be over, the dinner 
order to come out, and the prayer to be answered. 

▪ My default way of thinking is that my way is best. I have the best ideas, 
plans, and way to make something successful. 

▪ I can also be an attention seeker. Me?! No way.  
▪ I want to hear praise from people about how I speak (even tonight!), 

my outfits, my parenting. 
I need to put these sinful habits to death every day. And the way that I do that is to tap into the 
Holy Spirit and God’s endless grace. 

 
o The Holy Spirit works to change us into the image of Christ (2 Cor 3:18) 

▪ 18 And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate[a] the Lord’s glory, are being 

transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the 

Lord, who is the Spirit. 

▪ True transformation can only come through the Lord. Can only come from 
the Spirit. 

▪ I feel like I’ve been gaining and loosing the same 10 pounds for the 
last 10 years.  

▪ I haven’t had a true transformation of my body. Most diets 
aren’t truly transformative. They’re fads and a quick change 
that won’t sustain. 

▪ Without the Holy Spirit, changing our sinful habits, our 
sinful nature, can be just like a fad. Never sticking. 
But because of the Holy Spirit we are being 
transformed. True transformation. 

• What are your sinful habits that you need to work through? 
• Do you have people in your lives who can make you aware of your sinful habits?  

 
 

• There are firm, foundational truths about holiness that we must hear: 
o Without holiness, no one will see the Lord 

▪ Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness 
no one will see the Lord (Hebrews 12:14). 

▪ Holiness is necessary for: 

▪ Fellowship with God (But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy 
in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” 1 Peter 1:15-
16) 

▪ Our own well-being (20 In a large house there are articles not only of gold 

and silver, but also of wood and clay; some are for special purposes and 

some for common use. 21 Those who cleanse themselves from the latter 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+6-7&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28092b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28860a


will be instruments for special purposes, made holy, useful to the Master 

and prepared to do any good work. 2 Timothy 2:1)  

▪ Effective service to God (Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in 
view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Romans 12:1) 

▪ Assurance of salvation  (But now that you have been set free from sin 
and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, 
and the result is eternal life. Romans 6:22) 

 
 
So this is all to say that God is holy, God has made us holy, and God continues to transform our lives 
to be more holy. 
 

Discussion Questions: 
• What area in your life are you walking away with desiring to be closer to God and to look more 

like Jesus in?  
• What area can we be more holy in as a church? 

 


